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Amber Charter School 
Board Minutes 

December 13, 2017 
MEETING CHAIR: 
Soledad Hiciano 
 
MEETING SCRIBE: 
Valentina Rubio-Dumornay 
 
MEETING LOCATION:  
Amber Charter School, East Harlem, 220 East 106th Street, New York, NY, 10029 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Board: Amador Centeno, Beatriz Gonzalez, Soledad Hiciano, Jenna Pantel, Brian Quillin, Ann Wiener 
Absent: Frank Aldridge, Elena Goldberg Velazquez, John Gutierrez, Anthony Harris, Jazmine Landa  
Staff: Vasthi Acosta, Veronica Almedina, Sasha Elliott, Christine Ganey, Kirsys Gomez, Heidi Hamilton, 
Misty Heelan, Danielle Pena, Valentina Rubio-Dumornay  
Guest: Shawnte Lorick 
 
I. Call to Order 
Ms. Hiciano called the meeting to order at 6:23 pm. 
 
II.  Check In 
Board Members checked in. Ms. Hiciano thanked Trustees, teachers and staff for their effort on the 
Holiday Fundraiser. She was very grateful for the teachers performing at the event. She said it 
demonstrated to her the staff’s commitment to Amber and their great talents.   
 
III. Vote for New Board of Trustee 
o Ms. Hiciano introduced Ms. Shawnte Lorick, she is a parent at Amber East Harlem. Ms. Hiciano 

asked her to introduce herself and tell her Amber story. Ms. Lorick introduced herself as the 
nominee for Parent representative for East Harlem.  

o Although a vote was taken due to lack of quorum another vote for Ms. Lorick to join the Board of 
Trustees will be taken at the next Board Meeting.  
 

IV. Development Committee Report 
o Ms. Hiciano thanked Ms. Ganey and the team for all the hard work conducted to put 

together the Holiday Fundraiser. Ms. Ganey reported that the amount raised was about $5k 
and about $2400 for the Annual Appeal so far.  

o Ms. Pantel asked Ms. Ganey if she could share with each Trustee the amount raised by their 
family and friends contacts.  
 

V. Executive Director Report  
o Dr. Acosta reported to the Trustees that the search for the Middle School facility is in full 

swing. There is building that has become available that would be ready for the fall of 2019. 
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The building is about 68k square feet and due to the large size, Dr. Acosta would prefer to 
apply for a third charter for a K-8 school. The building is in fairly good condition but would 
have to be given a face-lift. 

o Dr. Acosta reported that she had meetings with Manhattan College education graduate 
program to establish a relationship with their field work placements. She will be meeting 
with representatives from College of Mount St. Vincent to foster a relationship with their 
Teacher education program.  

o Dr. Acosta reported on a meeting she had with Councilman Andrew Cohen regarding the 
traffic concern at Amber Kingsbridge. The councilman promised to write a letter to assist 
Amber in obtaining parking spaces for the buses in front of the school in hopes of alleviating 
the traffic situation.  

o Dr. Acosta reported on the visit from an independent Charter School leader who is thinking of 
replicating and wanted to learn how Amber did it. 

 
VI. ACS Kingsbridge Principal Report  
o Ms. Almedina reported that Amber Kingsbridge had 100% attendance for the Parent Teacher 

Conferences.  
o Ms. Almedina reported that Riverdale Press wrote a feature on the schools in the district that 

focused on what children wanted to do when they grew up. Amber Kingsbridge was featured. Ms. 
Almedina brought a copy of the issue to show the Trustees.  

o Ms. Almedina reported that the Bubble Foundation is having their Bubble Family Dinner. 
o Ms. Almedina met with six students from International Charter High School who are interested in 

completing their community service commitment by tutoring Amber students.  
 

VIII. ACS East Harlem Principal Report 
o Ms. Elliott reported that the fifth graders are completing their middle school applications.  
o Ms. Elliott was glad to report that the 2nd Grade Kingsbridge teachers came to visit Amber East 

Harlem. This inter-visitation was a great opportunity to learn from each other. Another inter-
visitation will take place soon where East Harlem Kindergarten teachers will visit Kingsbridge to 
share best practices and foster further collaboration between teachers. 

o Amber East Harlem is gearing up for their winter event with a concert by the Honors Choir and a 
baked goods station.   
 

IX. Board Chair Report  
o Ms. Hiciano tabled approval of the November minutes.  
o Ms. Hiciano thanked Mr. Centeno, Ms. Gonzalez, Mr. Harris, and Ms. Pantel for their participation 

at the East Harlem Open House. 
o Ms. Hiciano reminded Trustees about the Amber Schools Foundation event on January 8th, the 

screening of America’s Hamilton.  
 

X. Committee Reports: Questions? 
o No questions. 

 
XI. Executive Session: Discussion centered on Executive Committee actions on St. Elizabeth facility and 

the Executive Director’s contract. 
 

XII. Board Meeting Adjournment 
Ms. Hiciano called for the adjournment of the meeting after asking if there was any other new 
business. Vote to adjourn the meeting:  
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o Move:  Jenna Pantel 
o Second:  Beatriz Gonzalez 
o Aye: All 
o Nay: None 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm. 


